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How Would You Like Your Corpse, Sir?
Baked Or Deep Fried?
' Or... May Be..., Spiked With Bacteria, Microbes etc.?

If the BPP trustees and the Parsee community is no one to ch_eck or control them. In fact, we_
do not pull up their socks now, a time may come have some supine BPP trus:telc__es,'wh'o give in to
when the questions posed in the above heading, their whims, instead of taking them to task.

be asked to a Zoroastrlan on his or her | | o : ~ '
may o> {Cremate & Be Condemned

death bed! ;
. o : Less than a 100 years ago, some wealthy
But, at present, for the likes of the PTA Parsees took it into their heads to turn

columnist of The Bombay Samachar and for fashionable. Electric crematorium had just been
the tiny tribe of Dhanmai Baria’s, who seems | introduced in Mumbai. In England, the
to have given a P/A to him, a few salient points Cremation Society, in its magazine, came out
about the extremely adverse effects both on severely against burial, calling it “a relic of
the soul and the etheric and-astral bodies of | barbarism.”“Grave burial,” it said, “is a throw-
Zoroastrians, if either of the two anti- back to the days of darkness and savagery; such
Zoroastrian methods of cremation or burlal is is the verdict of history.” Coming back to
adopted, are given here. _ Mumbai, a small group of Parsees wanted to

do the “in” thing. Though a regular colony of
vultures visited the Dakhmas, some snooty
Zoroastrians wanted to try out the new baking

Even without going into the nitty-gritty, a lay
Parsee should ask those wayward Parsees who
are not sure whether they should be baked,

fried or buried after death, one simple question: process. . " 7

show us a Muslim, Christian or Jew, who will But they did not approach the BPP
opt for cremation; or, in the alternative, sh.ow trustees for any facility. Instead, they asked
us an average Hindu, who plumps for burial! for land from the Bombay Municipal

? - - » BN B
Why? Why is it that people belonging to Corporation, for constructing a crematorium for

the four other. great religions str_ictl.y the Parsees. But the BMC declined and there
adhere to the dictates and tenets of their ended the pipe-dream of some crematorium-

religion, while fickle-minded Parsees fl . :
in the face of categorical injunctions in thz crazies of the early 20th cePtury'.
Vendidad and clamour for a totally alien Thereafter, from time to time, some ignorant
method? Why this defiance? Why the Parsees did propagate the idea of cremation.
rebellion? Because, (a) they are ignorant of But it remained just an idea. A Parsee here and
the basic tenets of their religion and (b) there there did opt for it as a novel way of kicking
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the bucket. But what he did not know was, to
what extent he was going to condemn his soul!

(1) In the Zoroastrian religion, like the other
three basic elements, air or atmosphere, for
which the Avesta word is Vayu, plays a very

important role. On this Vayu, the presiding-

Deities are Mino Ram and Guvad Yazad. It is

they who help the Asar-e-Roshni, = benevolent

cosmic currents to come down freely through
the different layers of the atmosphere. “Ramno
Khastrahe, Vayaosh Uparo-Kairyahe,
taradato anyaish daman, aetat te Vayo,

yat te asti spento mainyaom.” The Khastra -

(etheric electricity) which belongs to the
surrounding rarified atmosphere of Min® Ram,
is of a very high grade among all creations; it
belongs to (the creation) of Spenta Mainyu”

There are many kinds of electrical energies
operating in Nature (compare the electricity of
lightning with the lowliest/densest of electricity
generated by mankind on earth). When these
different electricities operate on different
‘planes sanctioned for or allotted to them by
Nature, there is spiritual bliss all round.
Zoroastrians are enjoined to help all these
electro-magnetic forces in Nature to function,
in the line of Asar-e-Roshni.

When a corpse is burnt by conventional method
or scorched in an electric crematorium, a
Zoroastrian throws a spanner in the works of
Mino Ram. '

Moreover, because of the emanations from the
Nasua Druj of a corpse, what the Pahlavi writers
called Baad-e-Saritar = putrid atmosphere and
¢lectrical energies are manifested there. All this
gives rise to Asar-e-Tariqui or malevolent
currents and vibes in the environment.

The long and short of it is that smoke that
emerges out of a chimney of an electric
crematorium pollutes the entire atmosphere in
the lower layers to such an extent that the
upper rarefied layers, which have much purer
air (as on a mountain top), also get thoroughly
polluted, thereby viciously disturbing the

\.

exalted grades of Khastra (electrical energies
operating in Nature) of Mino Ram, and creating
a violent disorder in Nature! (2) In Nature, the
basic rule is: Nothing is destroyed. Everything
gets transformed from one lower state to
another higher state if Nature is allowed to
work unhindered. For example, a speck of dust
(matter), one day, will be transferred to the fiery
(energy) state. In between, it will pass through
many transformations and processes.

Similarly, when a corpse is burnt or baked, the
end visible result is ash, but the physical body,

~ alongwith the etheric (azda) and the anasars

that were trapped inside, which was burned or
baked, has not been destroyed. It has been
transformed into another invisible form in a
slightly upper dimension. This invisible form
also has the soul alongwith it, which (the
soul of the Zoroastrian) was supposed to
have gone on a higher plane - the
threshold of Chinvat! This second ‘body’ or
invisible form, then falls a prey to myriad of
lower spirits, and sprites that exist on that
plane! This is extremely disastrous for a
Zoroastrian, whose soul then starts a kind of
lamentation, a dirge, that if a living Zoroastrian
like the PTA columnistor Dhanmai Baria were
to hear, they would go crazy! And, if it were a
soul like Baria’s, entrapped above there, it won’t
even get a chance to chortle, “Aaj Kyun Hamse
Purdah hai...!”

Aafat Gah - Not Aram Gah!

Towards the end of the 19th century, when
Queen Victoria ruled as the Empress of India,
Parsees, as always were smitten by the British
bug — both during their lifetime (mores and
manners) and even after death, when, as
mentioned above, some tinchkn bunwus were
filled with revulsion that their bodies would be
devoured by vultures after death. “How nice and
pleasant it would be if we, too, like the.
progressive gora sahebs, laid to rest our dea
ones in a grave, with a fancy tombstone over:i
and a poetic epitaph written thereon, so tha
from time to time, we can come. and wish
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corpse beneath the earth, RIP!” While in
elements (anasars) alongwith the very

and stronger every passing hour, lie in
company of the plethora of microbes,
bacteria and a host of creepy crawlies
swarming all over!

And what about the soul sitting inside the
astral body in that dimension where the writ

love your dear ones so much during lifetime.
1 But after death, you have no compunction in
| tormenting their soul for almost a century —
the time taken for the Zoroastrian soul to be
| freed, so as to reach Chinvat!!

reality, the physxcal body with the basic

powerful druJ -e-nasu, gettlng stronger .

of spirits and other dark forces prevails! You

Zoroastrians should never forget that

_Holy Prophet Zarthosht has given them a

complete package for after-death purpose:
(1) Sachkar-cum-Sagdid, (2) Geh-Sarna

ritual, (3) Dokhmenashini and (4) the

Sarosh ceremonies for the first three

" ‘nights.

No one has any right to remove any one or two
ingredients from this package. Any of these
ceremonies performed without Dokhme-
nashini is meaningless and ineffective. You

1. only end up making a mockery of the sacred

rituals!

/ Mk

Pargard (Chapter) VIII. 73-78 [Gist]

What should -a Bust-e-Kustiyan, or a
Mazdayasm do if he sees a corpse (or ‘similar
' putnd matter) being cooked or baked on fire? -

[In the Vendidad, all the questions are
raised by Holy Prophet Zarthushtra and the
replies are given by Lord Ahura Mazdal.

The very first step that Ahura Mazda asks a
Mazdayasnan to take 1s to stop the fire from
burning further and to scatter the logs of wood.
Thereafter, instructions are given how to purify
that ﬁre and convert it into a dadgah!

In the same Chapber VIII, in para 7, it is en_]omed
that a dead body, before being taken for
Dokhmenashini, should be kept on a dry floor,
which should be at least 100 ft. away from any fire.

Pargard (Chapter) VII 45-50

Question is asked by the Prophet: If a corpse is
kept on the ground under and enveloped by the
direct rays of the sun, after how long can that
ground be restored to its original state? Ahura
Mazda replies: Such a ground takes atleast a

year to return to its original state!
\,

The Vendidad Text On Burial & Cremation

Any nincompoop will at once realise that if a dead
body lies on the floor in the direct rays of the
Sun, it takes one whole year for the ground to be
purified, how much more will the ground or earth
dug up, to bury such a corpse, minus the Sun’s
rays, will take to be purified?! -

And the éxact answers are given by Lord Ahura
Mazda Himself in paras. 48-50. Therein, it is
very specifically and categorically stated
thatif a body is directly buried in the earth,
it will take atleast 50 years for that earth to
be purified! Worse still, if a tomb is raised
over the body and then sealed, it will take
as many years for the earth to be purlfied
till the dust of the body mmgles w:th the
earth!

Then, in the same para 50 comes the
masterstroke from 'Lord Ahura Mazda:
“0 Spitaman Zarthosht! Thou shouldst
guide the people to destroy all such
tombs and dlg up the graves! o

So much for D.D%.EBa_na;sjaram gahl!l.
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